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Vote put and passed without comment,
and resolutions ordered to be reserted.

Tue AcriNg-Cialkmanx reported that the
committee hud considered the Loan Estimates,
and had vuted & sam of £863,460 7s. 7d. out
of Loan funds for expenditure duving the
year ending June 30, 1896.

Report adopted.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
the practice bad been hitherto to forward i
copy of the Estimates-in-Chief to ihe Legis-
lative Council for the information of hon.
members of that House, and he suggested
that n copy of the Lonn Estimates ns passed,
should now be sent in like wanuey, inorder to
assist the wembers of the Legislative Council
in considering the Appropriation Hill.

Tue SPEAKER said all that could be dows
would be to send a copy to the Legislative
Council, simply for the information of the
hon. mewbers of that House.

'\ DIOURNMENT.
The House adjourned nt 6.12 v'clock, p.m,

!l'

Eegislative Couucls,
Wednesday, 9th October, 1893.

Suspension of Ntanding Orders—Collie Conlfields
Ratlway Bill : second veading: committee ; thivd
readiing—Doigybrook-Lridgetown Railwey 0l
second reading ;  commitive ;
Goldfieids Il -
flectorel Bl second reading ; comnittee—
Putlic Health Act Further Amcdmond Bl
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Bl s Legislative Assendly’s wmeudiicnto—Fie-
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~—~Stock  DHseases Hill : first veading ; second
reading— Adjourimeit.
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second reading ; comarittee—

Tre PRESIDEN'T (Hon. Sir G. Shenton),
took the chair at 4.30 o’clock, p.m.

SUBSPEXSION OF STANDING ORDERS.

fuz MINIS| ER ¥OR MINES (Hon. E.H. |
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Collic Ratliay Bill.

Wittenoom) moved, *"I'hat in order to expedite
business, the Standing Ovders relating to the
passage of Bills and the consideration of Mes-
sages received frowm the Legislative Assembly,
be suspended for the remainder of the session,
He said : The object of this motion is to enable
us to talke into conmstderation any Bills or
Messages as they couie to us from the Legis-
lative Assembly, and thus enable the Govern-
nent to expedite the work of the sergion.
Question put and passed.

COLLIE COALFIELDS RAILWAY BILL.
SHCOND READING.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E, H.
Wittenoom): Hon. members will remewmber
that this Bill was Lrought before the House
last year, and that, on that occasion, the
Governinent guve a promise that no funds
should be expended until the queation of the
value of the conl deposits ha 1 been thoroughly
tested. Hon. members, however, did not see
their way to pass the Hill, and singe then a
great deul of tiwe and money has Leun ex-
pended by the Govermwent to test the field.
Lust ycar hon. members did not think that
the discoveries, as far ns they were then known,
warranted the expenditure, but now, [ believe,
we nre almost all agreed that the coul is of that
quality that should warrant the construction
of the line. If hon. members will turn to page
11 of the report of the Department of Mines,
they will see some of the results of the tests
which had been made. It will be geen that
a comparison has been made between New,
HSouth Wales, Victorian, and Collie coal.
Having dealt with the figures, the Geologist
aays :(—* That from this it will be seen that
“the average of 12 sauiples, mostly taken from
“ the outcrop, nre very nearly as good as those
“from the Victorian mines, whilst the best
" gample from the Collie is better than any
* Victorinn coal, and very vearly as good as
* the average of the 94 samples uf New South
“ Wales coal now in the market. After allow-
“ing for loss of fuel in converting contained
“ moisture into steam, they bear the following
“gomparisen to one another :—

“ Loss per 100 tons—New South Wales, 11
“ per cent. ; Victoria, 15 per cent, ; average of
“12 samples of Collie, 17'5 per cent.; best
“snmple of the Collie eoal, 11-15 per cent.
“The best sample of Cullie coal is therefore
* half a ton inferior to the average New South
" Wales couls, and three and a half tons better
* than the Victarian coals.”
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Then if hon. wmembers will . onticue reading .

the report they will see the results of four
bures which have beea put down. [t says:—
** Besides the development at the mine, a
* series of d suwond drill bove holes have heen
“put down to test the extent of these counl
“geamsy, No, 1 diamond drill bore hole wus
*“put down at a point on the northern edge of
" the basin, about five milesinan east-south-
* vusterly direction from the mine, and ahout
“ three wiles in the same dirvection from No. 18,
“ the lust bore hole being down with the
“jumping drill, TIn this bore hole granite
“ wus encountered at a depth of 420 feet, whilst
“only afew juches of counl were passed through
“newnr the sarface, which clearly proves that
“the site seleeted winas s libtle too fur Lo the
“uorthward of the outerop of the coal mea-
*gures, since only the lowershale beds ot the
“series were met with. No. 2 bore hole is
“ gitunted about 2% wiles south-enst of the
“nine, upon the south branch of the Collie
* River, 'I'his site was sclecled us being well
** within the areu, and prubably ncar the ventre
 of the basin, and this preved to be the cuse,
“since the conl weusures series was passed
“through for adepth of 961 feet, at which
“depth boring was discontinued. In this bore
“hole thirteen seums of coun! were passed
“ through, the lnrgest nt 133 feet from the sur-
* face, being 8 feet 3inches. No. 3 bore holeis
“alsu situated upon the south bruach, aliout
* two miles furtl:er up it, and about 4} miles in
“ i suuth-easterly direction from the wmine
** "Thig bore hole wns put down 272 feet, and in
* it 1+ feet 3 inches of conl were passed through,
“ the largest sean being & feet in thickness.
o, is siteated upon the main Collie River,
“about 4 wile south-west of the mine, and
“abuut 11 chains west of No. ¢ jumper drill
" bore hole. This bore is notyet completed,
“but at a depth of 350 feet a small
“gemw of coul was wmet with,” This bore,
ub the time of the report, was down
3508t., but zivee then it hug been taken down
€00ft,, and has gune through a thick seam of
conl. Hon.memwbhers will remember that when
this discovery wus made the Premier, ammdst
wuch sutisfection, read out the telegram re-
lating to it in the Legislative Assembly. All
thiz proves that the Government have mnot
been idle and thuat they have curried out what
they promised to do last sessivn, that is, that
they have had bores put dowa in order to test
wliether the Government were justified im

running a railway to the Collie. ‘I'his inform- | coul exclusively vn the ruilways.

[» OcroBER, 1895.]
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ation hae been supplemented by another paper
which yives reports on the trials of Collie conl,
and it will ue seen from this thut if we have
not the best cluss o1 ¢oal, we have acoal 8o use-
tul that we shall be warrunted in expending
the woney on building a railway te the loculity
where it 1ste be bad. It isalmust supecfleous
for me tv attempt to point out the advantages
of having a wood coal miue in the o vniy, fur
it is ohvious that if we cnn only supply our
local demands and provide afuel on the
goldfields, it will be a very great hoon
to the colony. Nearly uvery one knows
that on our goldfields especinlly, there
is a great ul.senco of nutursl fuel, end il the
coal which is to be had at the Collis will only
supply that deficiency, the expenditure on the
railway will be warranted. Even if the
Collic coul custs our consumers a little weore
than the imported article, I think we should
be warranted in deve’oping the field, but to
work it im any way without a railway
would be iwpossibie. It has been proved that
coal exists over a vast avea, and that it is a
useful coanl, nnd that with » reilway it can be
brought to a central point for less meney than
the imported article. The point of sturting
the railway is at Brunswick, und the vsti-
mated cuab is ubout the same as thut stated
last session, I'be idea of the Government at
present is, thut as soon as the railway is con-
strueted they will let out areas at the Collie
under the Mineral Luuds Act, and will allow
people Lo werk them on 2 Ruyalty. ‘The
Government will then call for tenders for
their own supply ench year; but until this
state of things is brougkt abvut no doubt the
Governinent will be prepared to develop the
fields themselves. I need haedly add that [
trust the Government will see thair way to
sipport this Bill, for it will not only be the
menns of developing one of our netural re-
gources, but will provide o means of labor for
8 very large number of persons. 1 now wove
that the Bil: be read a second time,

Tue Hox. A, B. KIDSON : Idovot rise for
the purpose of opposmg the second rewding
of this Bill, but there are one or two poinis on
which [ should like some information. [o the
first place the Minister for Mines stated that
the opening o! this coalfield would be the
menns of supp ying a fuel, not only for private
consumption, but for the Government railways
as well.  1should like to know whuther it is
the intentivn of the Government to use this
I think it is
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very important that we should got un answer | the reasons which led me to move as I did,
to this, because, unless the {3overnmens are ! bus I would like 1o vefer shortly to what 1

going to use the coal, thersis nut wuch
chance of private conswwers using il. An-
other point [ should like information upon is
asto whether the Government have forinulated
any scheme for working the field ; because un-
less they huveit, it seews premature to build a
railway 1o it. I huvetaken an opportunity of
lookinginto the reports which have been said
beforeus, and [ notice thut it is stated thut
what is obtained at the Collie is a good lignite,
ifil ie not a coal of an inferior nature. Stil!
if it is going to be u usefn] and everyduny com-
modity, and it the Government thewmselves ave
going to use it, we wmay be justified in build-
ing the ruilway.

Tue MixisTer For MInEs (Hon. E. H. Wit-
tenvom) : For the information of the hon.
member 1ean only say that the ‘duvernment
will undoubtedly use the coal if it ia found to
be suitable—if it will -drive the engines—and
we alveady bave preoof that it will,

Tre How. A. B. KiDSON: if the Govern-
ment do not use it, who will ?

Tue MixisTER vor Mines (Hon, K, H, Wit-
tenoom): I take it that no one will.

I'ur Hon. J. C. FouLges: It has
already used.

Tue MINISI'ER FOR MINES (Hon. 1. H,
Witteneom) : Onethousund tons have been nsed
alrendy. T mayeay that if the coal will not
drive the engioes belonging to the Govern-
ment, it will zot drive the eugines belonging to
privale individuals, Then the hon. member
asked whether the Government had formu-
luted any scheme for working the field. Tthink I
stated that the idea of the Goverument was,
that when the line was built, they hoped the
areas would be applied for under the Mineral

been

then said, in order that hon, wmembers may
konow why Thavechanged i my attitnde to-
wards the measure at the present day. If
hon. gentlemen will look at Hansard Lhey will
se¢ thatI moved:— That in the opinion of the
' committee the Legislative Assembly shouid
“be requested to owit item 4 frem the
“schedule.” Isaid:* In moving this amend-
" ment, [ wishittobedistinetly nnderstood that
* I amin no way an opponent to building rail-
“ ways topayable coal mines, and [ linve al-
“ woys held that a good coul mine would be
* betiler than a good gold wine, hecavse until
“wehave the former we canuot look to the
“ manufactures of the zolony mauking great
** progress.  But my opinion has been that the
* Collie is not a good ficld, and the reports re-
“cently received have not dissiputed that
“ opinion. If theline to the Collie is built,
* and turnsout a fuilure, the country will be
“saddled with an expenditure of sowething
“ like .£3,000 a year tn pay the interest of the
“ money expended on the ruilway. The cosl
‘' not being there, the line will not puy for the
“ axle.grease of the rolling stock.  The
“ Government have had ample time in three
“ years to prove the coulfield, rnd uatil the
" Government do thie they huve no right to

. " ask the House to vote £60,000 for the line,

Lunds Act and worked at a Royalty of 6d. per
ton, nnd that the Government would call for

tenders for their requirements, and that until
people had sufficient confidence to take up the
arens, the Governmment would be prepared to
continue the developments themselves.

Tur Hox. F. T. CROWDER: I think it
only right, after the opposition I extended to
thie measure last session, thut T should say a
few words now. Hon. memhers will remem-
ber that this wus one of the works which was
brought before us last year to li¢ constructed
from bhorrowed wmouey. On that oceasion [
moved to omitthe item, and [ am glad to say
that the majority of the House went with me.
It1s hardly necessary for me to go fully into

J* Opinion wight aliogether change in twelve

months in regard to the tield,

‘“IHe CoLoNiaL SEcrRETARY (Hon. 8. H.
“ Purker) : [have undertaken that the Govera-
“ment will notspend any of the money until
" Parliament is consulted next year.

“Te Hox. ¥, T. Crowper: 1 am quite
“aware of that, hut T say the Government
“have mno right to usk for the money
“until they have proved this field”
T consider 1 had ample reasons for taking that
course, becanse, although the Governmmnent hnd
bad three years in which to prove the figld,
they had virtually done mothing. So farausl
om concerned, even up to to-day, they have
not proved thizs to my satisfaction.  Still,
looking at the subject all round, and taking
into consideration the reports that have been

. lnid before us, T feel I min bound to support

the second reading of this Bill, and E do so
for the reasons T have stated, and because 1
consider that things have altogether changed
in the colony during the last twelve months.
Last year firewood for steam purposes could be

. bought at from lZs. to 14a. per gord. Now
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the population has so increased, and the
demand become so much greater, that this
fuel cannot be purchased under 17s. or 18s,
per cord. [ have seen several trinl tests of
the Collie coal, and, although it is nut an
article we can supply to ontside customers, it
is of suficiently good quality for local con-
sumption. If there ia any one of the veports
more than another that wonld make me change
my opinion it is that one which is signed by
Mr. C. Y. O'C'onnor, Engineer-in-Chief, and
published in a paper relating to the proposed
railway. He suys:— “ As regards the valuc of
“ Collie coal for local purposes, and especially
‘“ for railway purposes, a3 compared with New-
* gastle coal, the various tests which have been
*“ made from time to time (vide Parliamentary
* Papers No, 9 of 1894, and No. 18 of 1893)
* differ from ench other to someslight extent,
‘ but, to put the matterin the briefest possible
“langvage, the resuit, on the average, is
“ practically ae stated in my memorandum of
“ 30/7/94 (Parlinmentary Faper No. 9 of 18%4),
“ pamely: The result is, that the value of
“ Collie conl (=0 far obtained), as compared
“ with Newcastle cosl, for steam raising pur-
* poses, may be assumed to be, on the average,
“us 70 is to 100; while, on the other haud,
“ the cost of getting and carrying the Collie
“ goal to a central point on the rilway system
a8 compared with purchasing snd conveying
“ Newcastle coal to sama point, ia ‘somewhat
* less than as 70 to 100, the result being that
* the Collie conl (of even the quality obtained
“up to the present time)} would be somewhat
 gcheaper to use than Newcastle coal ; and, in
“ addition to this, it has to be borne in wind
* that the Collie coal is prohably better at
“ lower depths than any which has hitherto
 been obtained, and also, that even if it were
“not any better, there would still he the
“ advantage of establishing a local industry
“ of comsiderable magnitude, without any cost
“ to the colony.” The quantity of coal that
will he consumed on our railways during the
next twelve months will amount to something
like 20,000 tons. 'l'his railway will not be
completed for about eighteen months, and if
the consumption increnses as it has done
within the Inst year, a8 sovn as the railway
is opened, the Government Railwaye alone
will requirc something like 40,000 tons
of coal. This fact alone will give em-
ployment to a large bpumber of hands,
and will also be the means of retain-
ing a cunsiderable amount of wonecy
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in the colony. In reply to the Hon. Mr.
Kidson, I may say that I take it, that unless
the Government are going to use the coal, they
would not go to the trouble of proving the
field, and of nskiug us {0 sanction the building
this railway, One of the chief objecta in
removing the Workshops was that they would
be in 2 morecentral position and where coal
could he delivered at a cheaper rate. If the
Governwent consumption is 40,000 toms, I
estimute the consumption by private indi-
viduals at a similar amount, and the mere fact
of people being able to obtaina fuel of this
eort will do sowething, | think, to encourage
the establishmeut of manufactories in our
midst. T hope under all these circumstances
hon. members willnow see their way to support
this Bill, and I feel sure that in the future
they will be pleused that they have done so.

Tue How, C. A. PIESSE: I should like to
congratulate the Government on the efforts
they have made during recess to prove this
field, and I may odd, that it was alac most
gratifying to me to see how kindly hon. wem-
bers have reccived this Bill, The great sncuess
in the trials of this coal was obtanined when 75
per cent. of Collie conl waa used with 36 per
cent. of Neweastle coal. If we canouly nse 75
per ceit. of the local article it willin itself be
a great saving tothe colony, and is sufficient
inducewment for us to pass this Bill.

TreHowr. 8. J. HAYNES: Last session 1
was onc of those who atrongly opposed
this Bifl, und alchough T do not propose to
adopt n similar course on this occusion, Tstill
held to the opinion thot the construction of
this railway is premature. Inadditionto this,
I think on the reports themselves, sufficient
development is not shown, besides which, I
believe that the cost of the coal when obtained
will be much in +xcess of the imported article.
It seems to we that this linc will not pay,
and will be a burden on the people in the
future. !intend, however, to vote for the Bill
for the reason that it wus passed bythe Lower
House: last session and that it has been passed
again this session. Whilst, personally, I am
agsinst the railway, I think it is our duty to
bow to the expression of popular feeling ns
manifested by the Legislutive Assembly.

Question pnt und passed.

Bill reed a secoand timne.

iN COMMITTEE,

'I'be Bill was then considered in Committae,
agreed to without amendment and reported.
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THIRD READING.
The Hill was then read o third twme and
passed.

DONNY BROOK-BRIDGETOWXN RAILWAY

BILL.

SECOND KEADING,

Tue MINISTER FOR
H. Wittenoom): In moving the
second reading of this Bill, I must
refer hon. members to the fact that I
&tand here as o representative of the Govern.
ment, and that the policy of that Goverbment
has heen to develop the rosources of the
colony as fir as it possibly could. ‘The efforts
which have heen made to develop our mineral
resources must he apparent fo everyonc.
Railways bave been built, mails ander-
talcen, post oflicesestublished, shipping uccom-
modation provided, and,in fuct, everything that
could be done bas Leen dove to develop our
goldfields, and 1 think hon. wembers will
agree that the expenditure has been fully
justified. Hauving estublished a large mining
industry in our widst, it behoves us to see
that other indus.ries are considered, aad that
some encouragement is given for the produc-
tion of acticles which can be grown in the
colony. We ave well nwure of the heavy im-
portutions of what [ may call edible articlos,
which might be produced here, und itisthein-
tention of the Government Lo try to remedy this
stabe of things 45 soon as posvible. We know
that, with the fucilifics which our producera
have, it is impossible for them tw lay dewn
these urticles of food in our centresof popu-
lation at prices they cax be imported for,
Uunder these eircmnstances, the (iovernment
propose to construct this railway, which wiil
run through a district eminently adapted for
the growth of all kinds of garden prodnce.
This district pessesses a splendid climate,
with plenty of land of first-class guality,
suitable for the grewth, not only of cerculs,
but ot other garden stuffs and fruits which
are in sv great dewand on the yoldfizlds,
It wil be within the recollection of
hon. members that last year this same
Bill was introduced as bheing purt of the
policy of the tovernment to develop, not
only the mineral resources of the colony, but
the pustoral und agriculturnl resources as well.
At that tinne hou. mewmbers considered the rail-
way prematare. Now it is considered that
watters have go changed that the Governmwent

MINES (Hon.
E.
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are justified im bringing forward this Bill
again. It will be argued that the railway wal)
not pay. We know that a great many rail-
ways do not puy in the first instance, bat at
the same time we know that they render
certuin sdvantages Lo cortuin people,and that
if the railways donut pay directly they do in-
directly. Thereis thisfactalso, that if we dao
1ot build railways we ust construct roads, and
atthe present price of 1uilway construction it
is less expensive to mnke s railway than tobuild
and maintain & read. It will also be argued
that this railway will not seitle another soul on
the land. 1Ifit does not it willbe a great pity,
but the Government do not anticipate this in
apy way. If it doesnot fend tothe settlement
of the soil in the districts through which it
will puss it can only mean that those who are
there now will leave, becanse people who donet
possess u cheap and eusy way of tramsit for
their produce, cannot competesnceessfully with
those who have. If wedo not make this rail-
way, I feel certain the young people who are
there now will leave the district, or atull eventa
we shall have to make reade which, as 1 have
said, at preseut prices are more expensive than
railways. ‘The route propoged is the shorter
cne of the two by 11 miles and the maximum
gradeisonein 4. The length of the line will
Lie 46 miles, but there will be an extra cost of
£76,000 over the ammount proposed last session,
becanse it is now proposed to tuke the line all
the way to Bridgetown. Not more than
£20,000, will be speat this year. Sowme hon.
members opposed this Bill last yeur, but I
think it may be fnirly well argued that cir-
cumstances have so changed that they may be
well juatified in changing theirminds. I once
heard it said that a person who never changes
his mind has no mind to change, I know [
have often changed mine. last year our
revenue was toa large extent problematical,
but I think mow we way say that it is
asgured. Last year our goldfields wer: in
their incipiency, and we did net guite Lnow
how they would turn ont. But I feel certain
now, even if no fresh reefs were discovered
within the next ten years, our goldfields will
keep us going. With our revenue assured,
and owr mines assured, it is evident we have
an assured market for produce from the soil,
and vveryone adwits that the land in this dis-
trict is emivenily ndapted to the raiaing of all
kinds of produce. Another arguent in favor
of this Bill is that it has twice been befure the
Legislative Assemnbly, und ou the lust veeasion
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it was paseed without n division. If this
House throws out a Bill, and it is again passed
in another place without any feeling against
it being exhibited from the outside publie, I
think it is fair to assume that it is a mensure
which is inaccord with popular wishes. I do
not think T need take up further time in dis-
cugsing this Bill. I hope hon. members will
see their way to assist the Government in
carrying out that policy which they have
apparently stuck to from the first, that of
endeavoring to develop the resources of the
colony—the wineral, the agricultural, the
pastural, and with this railway, I might almost
add the horticaltural resources. T beg to
move that this Bill be vead a second time.

Tre Hon. F. M. STONE : I have been some-
what amused at the way the Hon. the Minister
for Mines has endeavored to get out of the
little hole he waa pluced in, in having to move
the second reading of a Bill he so vehemently
opposed last session. ile mow endeavors to
change his position by saying thet circum-
stances have altered, but he hus not given us
any idea of how they have altered. Last year
he told us that the large expenditure on this
ruilway was not warranted. The opinion thal
both he and | held then, was that this expen-
diture was not warranted, wnd circumstances
are not in the least degree changed. One
argument he then used wus that there was
already plenty of land along opened railways
which could be cultivanted. Another argu-
ment he used wna that the onst of clear-
ing would prevent the land being taken up,
Have either of those circumstances changed?
Hus the hon. geatleman shown that the cost
of clearing is cheaper now than it was twelve
months ago? Has he attempted to show that
all the land along the open railwaye, snitable
for agriculture, hag been taken up? All he
has aliuded to, is that our guldfields area
success, and that, therefore, there is a market
for our produce. [t is sowmewhut cuvious that
this argunment should come on top of a motion
passed by this House yesterday, and which
hns for ite object the offering of a bonus
to ennble people to get rid of their vegetables
at a price which wounld puy them, because the
price now offeredis so low that it does not puy
to cultivate. If the persons living at TPin-
jarrah cannot make it pay to grow vegetables
with only a railway run of 50 miles
to the centres of population, how is it
to be expected that the people resid-
ing in thi. Bridget«wn district. which is
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go much further away, will be uble to makeit
pay? There is only onc watter which in-
fluences me not to move for the rejection of
hig Bill. Last year o portion of the amount
fur its construction was passed by the Lower
House, and we were psked lo concur init. At
firat we refused, but afterwards we gave way,
and that being so, [ say we viriually committed
ourselves to the construction of this railway.
In the face of thut, I cannot see how [ can
move the rejection of this Bill, especially as it
has now virtually passed the Legislative
Assembly three times. Althoungh T awm still of
opinion that this line is not wnrranted, I do
not, for the reasons I bave stated, intend to
oppose the Bill.

TurHoxn. A. B, KIDSON: I um very sorry
to hear irom the Hon. Mr, Stone the course
thisa House tock last session, because if it had
not heen so, I should have had much pleasurein
supporfing a motion for the rejection of this
Lill, for the reunsonm that [ think this railway
will involve o considerable waste of money.
I have nut heard a single sound argumentin
fuvor of the consiruction of this line. The
only argument used was thut the goldfields
had gone ahead so wuch that there is a de-
mund for & considerable emount of agriculturnl
produce; but, as the Hon. M. Stone has pointed
out, thereis ulready plenty of lnnd along vpen
lines of railway suitable for agriculture,
ulthough settlement hagnot teken place. [do
not think the Bon. Minister for Mines hus his
heart in this Bill. I think, from thy way he
moved the second reading, he did not like
the job. I could say a great deal move if I
thought there were uny chance of throwing
out the Bill, but to attempt that is useless;
therefore [ shall not take up the tiwe of the
House further.

Tue How. 8. J. HAYNES: [ shall not op-
pose the second reading of this Bill, for the
same reasons that 1 gave for not opposing the
Collic Railway Bill, Stili, [ may say that the
Minister for Blines has given no reasons why
the line should be built. The hon. genileman
satd that one veason which had led him to
change his mind was that lest year our in-
come wag not assured, apd that now it is,
I do not see that because we have plenty of
maney it is any reasyn why we should throw
itaway. In my opinion, it would be better
to pension off all the settlers in the district
than to spend this large sum of money in
constructing this railway. Seeing, bowever,

. that the Bill hus twice passed the Lower
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House, 1 do not feel it iny duty to oppose it.

Tue Hox. C. A. PIESSE: I shall support
the second reading of this Bill, not because
the other House bas passed it, but because
I hive always been in fuvor of it. It is said
thit we have a large quantity of land available
on railways which are alrendy constructed,
but I way pommt out that it is not Govern-
ment lupd that is available,  The line 10 Bun-
bury was built more for the purpose
of comnecting the 1owns, than for opening
up agricuitural lund, and 1 maintain that
this is reully the only agricultural lme
we have been asked to pass. The rail-
wiy to the Kastern districts is part of our
trunk line, and would have Lo exist even if
there were no agricultural land in the districts
through which it passes. I hope hon. mem-
bers will give an unanimous vote in favor of
the second reading of this Bill. I may repeat
what I have said before, that this railway
will tap a picce of country equal in extent to
‘Taswunia, and very siwilar in its agricultural
advantages. and I believe [ wm safe in saying,
in its mineral advuntages also. ‘T'he ultimate
end, as we know, is that this railway shall
be taken right on to Albany, and I hope hon.
members will receive another Railway Bill
which 1 hope will be brought before them in
the near future, for the construction of a line
to the Wi Hams ——

Tue PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir ¢ Shenton)
The subject before the House is the railway
to Bridgetown.

Tug How. C. A 'ILSSE : Cannot I speak on
the question ol railways generally ?

Tue PRESIDEANT (Hon. Sir G. Shenton):
No; you wust confine yourself to the Bill
Letore the House,

I'nm Hox. €. A. PIESSE : T can only then
say that T am glad to see a prospect of thus Bill
being unanimously agreud to,

Tur Hown. B. ROBINSON : I find time
has worlied greut chunges since lsst session,

whean [ opposed the construction of this rail- |

way. [tsecms evident now that hon. members
are disposed to pass the Bill, and T hope when
the rilway is bmilt it will prove useful, not
only to thesettlers, but to the colony generaily,
The Bill has been passed twice by the Lower
Jdouse, und, under these cirenmstances, I do
aot think 1 sheuld be justified in continving in
opposition to it.

Tre How. J. C. FOULKES : So far as I
can gather, the only reason for opposing this
Bill is that which has been given by the Hon.
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Mr. Stone. He wade a speech, which was
ncthing but special pleading, and his chief
argument was 'hat the Minister for Mives has
changed his opinion on this question. What
that hus to do with the Bridgetown Kailway I
do not know. Another reason he gave was
that s motiun had been carried for giving
bonuses for vegetables. The hon. member
seems to have an objection to that, ulthough
sowe time sgo he ndvocated a bonus bheing
given with th= object of bringing alout certain
results afthe North. [do not think that the
Hon. Mr. Stome knows anything about the
country threwgh which this line will pass. [
believe it is quite 20 yenrs since he wus there
and of comrse it connot be tuken that he knows
the resources of the conntry at the present
duy.

Tukr How. F. M. Svone: Ifitis such a won-
derfu! country why did you not stick to it ¥

THE How. J.C. FOULKES : I was not in that
district, and if 1 had been and had known this
railway was going to be wade, I might have
been there to thisday; but, like others, I bad
to leave the district owing to the want of a rail-
way. I think that whenever the Government
makea railway ton mineral district, theyshould
also make ome to an agricultural district;
because the time will come when the mineral
lines will not pay, and we shall have to make
up the defictency from the agricoliursl lines.
During the last two years wehave done all we
could to give facilities to our wining districts.
The people in these districts are migratory,
and muy go away and leave the permanent
settlers to bear all the loss. While we are
fucilituting these people, we are objecting to do
something for a district which has been perma-
nently settled for the last thirty years.

Tue Hox. A. B. Kinsox : How many sebtlers
ave there ?

Tue Hown. J. C. FOULKES: It shows how
little the hun, gentleman knows about the
matter, when he does not know that,

‘I'ne Hox. A, B. Kipsox: Youn do not know,
1 wanied to see whether you knew.

Tue Hox. J. €. FOULKES: The Black-
wood is not only o good agricultural district,
but it is well timbered, and there are deposits
of tin to be fouud. VWith these resources, [am
sure the railway proposed by the Bill now be-
fore the House, will pay as well as any in the
colony. The line to Bunbury is already paying,
and this land is 100 per cent. better than that
belwecn here and Bunbury. I shall support
the Bill. ‘
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Tug Hox. J. W, HACKETT : Ishould like
to refer to ome or two pointsinconunection with
this railway. Allusion has been made to the
number of gettlers. 1 can say it was te my
extreme disgust, when I went fo canvass the
district inconnection with myseat inthis House,
that [ found, in the Blackwood district alone, {
had to apply io no less than one hundred pro-
perty holders, who represented only a small
portion of the settlers in the district, as
hon. members will find if they will refer to
the last Electornl List. We cannot expect
these people to remain there unless we give
them facilities to compete with those who
possess facilities in other party of the colony,
If a producer is to compete successfully, he
must live within five or ten miles of a rail-
wny. Then I may say that we have at the
Blackwood, n district which is half the size of
Ireland, a district which is well watered,
and in which the climate is almost perfect.
it wmay be that the people are unde-
serving of a vailway, but it is hardly credit-
able to us to allow this huge block to
be surrendered without an attempi being
made to develop its resources. [ am
not going to delay the House, but I would
point out thet the production in the dis-
trict at the present tine is enormous. and
thut the amount of new settlement which is
taking place, isequal to that in any other part
of the colony, except, of course, at the gold-
fields, and in large towns., ‘I'hat being so, I
hulieve this House will he acting wisely to
make what we may call, if we choose, this
experimental railway. If it is successful, it
will develop this huge tract of country, nnd if
it will do nothing more it will pay expenses.

THe How. . T. CRQWDER: I hail the in-
troduction of this Bill, bacause it gives men
chanee of clearing myself, both before this
House and the public, in regard to my action
lugt session. 1 hope hon. members will not
consider me tedions if I refer to what [ said
lust session, because I wish once and for all to
remove the impression that has got abroad.
In the circular which [ sent to my constituents
1 said, “ I think that the earnest attention of
“ your representatives, both in the Upper and
“ Lowar Houses, should be given to the exten.
“gion of the proposed railway system to
 Bridgetown on to Albany, as a connecting
*link between the rich South-western districts
“and the important Sounthern capital, which,
 among other things, would have the effect of
“gpening up good angricultural areas.” In
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addressing my constituenis at Albany I
pointed out that I was in favor of a railway
cxtending to Bridgetown. Lanst session a Bill
waa introduced for constructing a railway not
to Bridgetown, but towards Bridgetown, and
if hon. members will listen to we I will read
to them what I then eaid. I moved asan
amendment that the Legislative Assembly be
requested 1o omit the item from the Schednle,
I said, “T move this becanse I consider that
“ by spending the sum of £80,0001t will simply
“mean waking a railway toa tree in the buah.
“ The Schedule states that the money is for
“the construction of a railway from Donny-
“brook towards Bridgetown. T cannot con-
“ eeive why, if the Government consider o line
“to Bridgetown necessary, they should not,
“ for the sake of an extra £50,000 or £60,000,
“take it all the way. I have been to Bridge-
“town, umd, although I have scen very good
“land there, it is such as will cost from £10 to
“ £15 per acre to clear. There are acres of
“land in other parts of the coleny already
‘““thrown open, and whicli are in a better
“ position for agricultural purposes, and with
“railways running through it, than that
“through which it is proposed this ruilway
“should run. That land can be cleared for
“ 22 or £3 per acre. Hnd the Government,
“however, asked for the money to take the
* line straight theough to Bridgetown, [ghould
“have snpported it; Lut when 1t is only to
“take it toa tree in the bush, I shall not
“ because I consider that the construction of
« such lines are notin theinterest of the colony.
* Some hon, members will say that half a lonf
¢t ig Li: tter than no loaf at all; but the half is
* of no use, and we have nothing to assure us
* that the Government will finally carry onthe
“line to Bridgetown. lo looking tarough the
* Bloe Bock, 1 see nething showa that will in
“any wuy whatever make us come to the con.
*“ clugion that the prosperity of the Black-
“wood district is such as to warrant the
“@overnment in expending £80,000 in this
“way.” I donotknow whether hon. members
will consider that I opposed the line to
Bridgetown. The promise [ gave my consti-
tuents was distinct. I promised to support a
line to Bridgetown. I have been true to mysel
and to my constituents in the action I have
taken all through, and | defy anyone to say I
have not. My oppositien was to a railway
which was to cost £80,000, and which was only
tobe taken toa tree in the bueh. The Govern-
ment now come forward with n proposal to
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expend £170,000 to take the railway, not
towards Bridgetown, hut io Bridgetown, and
I have now the greniest pleasure in supporting
it. Istated in speaking to this Bill lust session
that there wus plenty of }land along the lines
already opened, which was suitable for agricul-
ture, but sincethen I find that alarge quantity
of it has bean taken up. Although it may be
good land, it ia uot nearly so fineas that which
will be found in the district through which
this railway will run, for without exception, the
land in the Blackwood district is the finest in
the Australinn colonies. The rainfall of the
district isall that can be desived, and the capi.
bilities of the soil ar¢ unique. [do not think
anyone could show land wnywhere else which
would yield a profit of £150a year from the
cultivation of 24 acres. 'Lhat is the result to
be found there. Even if we vnly put the profit
down at £50 a year it iz wonderful. Tt is said
that the land costs from £10 to £15 an acre to
clear, but I may vemind hon. membera that
within 15 miles of Perth, 1 bave had to pay

the smwe price for clearirg, and  the
and i8 not half as good as ihat
in the Blackwood district. There are had

patches, of course, in the hills, but the grenter
purt of it isfirat-class lund.  With regard to the
change of mind on the part of the Miniarer for
Mines, [ may suy that no inember of this House
felt more bitter ngainst him than 1 did when
he assumed office, but I think that, considering
the way he has carried out his duties, we can
now forgive his change of tront. ‘There is,
however, no change so faras I concerned.
My opposition wns directed against the con-
struction of u line whieh did not go to Bridge-
town. Now that it is to be carried vight on 1
believe that it will pay From the jump.  Asfar
as I can gatherit wili be ywo or three years Le-
fore the line if completed, because it will be a
difficult one to construct. I think, how-
aver,that, as soon as the notice goes forth
that this railway is to bhe built, a
good part of the land will be taken up,
and the people will atart clearing. The pro-
duce that they will require will be, in itself,
a means of freight o the railway nnd will make
it to puy from the jump. 1 do not keow that
Inced aay more. This watteris one ol jmpor-
tance to me move onr account of the accusations
which have been made aguinst me than any-
thing else. I bave proved, however, that [ have
never voted againgt this line in any shupe or
form, but that my opposition was directed to
copstructing s railwiy Lo a stump in the bush,
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Tue How. B. McLARTY: There 1s no
necessity for me to suy much in support of the
aecond reading of this Biil, for I am glad to see
that hon. mewbers are almost unanimous on
the question. I must, however, take exception
to one or two reuiarks which have heen made.
The Hon. Mr. Kidson said that the population
smounted to 30 settlers.

Tue Hon. A. B. Kiason: No;
for information.

I'ne How. k. McLARI'Y: I was poing to
osk the hon. member where he got hisinforma-
tion from, becuuse us a fnet, there are thres or
four times that number within a small distriet.
At present there is uo inducement to settle on
the lund, becanse the cost of getting the pro-
doce to market iz so grent that the settlere
cunnot compeate with those who regide near the
railwny lines. I have not the slightest doubt,
when this railway is constructed, that settle-
ment will go ahead by leaps and bounds. With
regurd 10 the clearing, n great deal of the
country is heavily timbered, but o considerable
quantity of it can be cleared for less than
is imugined. There are many spots in the
district which can Le selected on permanent
Lrooks which will require very litfle clearing,
and which can be broaght under cultivation
at a moderute cost. I could say u great deul
in support of this Bill, but | feel that the House
is 50 unanimous that [ should be deing wrong,
in further taking up the timie of hon. membera.
I have greut pleasure in supporting the second
reading of the Biil,

Question put and pussed.

Bill read a second time.

IR COMMITTEE.

The Bill wus then considered in Commitiee

sgreed to without amendwment, aud reported.

[ asked

THIRD READIEG,
‘I'he Bill was thep rend a third timo and
passed.

GOLDFIELDS BILL.
BECOND READING.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H,
Wittenoom): I feel sure hon. wembers will
congratulate the Government on bringing for-
ward this Bill, because it is wuch wanted, and
will prove very useful throughont the gotd
fields’ districts. Seeing the way our gold-
mining industry is developing throughout the
colony, every one must feel the necessity of
baving our laws on the subject as simple and
perfect as possible. 'The object of this Bill is
to repeal the severul Acts which are ot present
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in force and to simplify the luw sn that every |
miner ¢an know, without mwuch trouble, what
heis doing. A great deal of consideration hua
been given to the drafting of this Bill. What-
ever availnble tulent has been at comutnand
has been made wse of. And althongh the
Bi'l, since its introduction into the Assembly,
has been shorn of some of the provisions which
I thought would be of service, it is a great
improvement on the Act we are now working
under. T will just run through the Bill so
that hon. members may get some idea of ita
provisiona. Part I deals with * Genaral,” and
Part IT deals with miners’ rights and business
jicensos.  Part IIT. deals with gold-wining
leases in all their benrings, and Part IV.
denls with the administrutionof justice. It
will be noticed that under this Part, & Court of,
Appeal hug been provided for, so thut suitors,
who are not satisfied with the decisior of the
Warden, may appesl to the Court in Perth.
Purt V. denls with penaltics, &e. Claunse 6 deals
with the establishmeut of a Department of
Mines. Clanse 7 enahles the (Governor to de-
clare any Crown lands a goldfield, and to
divide them into distriets. Clause 10 provides
for the appointment of Wardens and states
that no Warden is to hold any interest in any
gold mining venture. Clause 11 deals with
records, and says that Perth shall be a central
regord office. Clausge 13 provides that miners
rights will be grauted to any person except
Agiatic, or African aliens, on payment of Lhe
sum of 10s. ‘T'his is half the amount now pay-
able for a miver’s right and, in ftutuvre, no
Asiatic or African alien ¢can hold a right ex-
cept with the consent of the Minisier first ob-
tained. 'This provision has hecome uvecessary
owing to some Asinbics €laiming to be British
sibjects and demnuding to have rights issued
to them. Clause 14 provides for con-
solidated miners’ rights and Clanse 15
states that one person can hold claims
for others to the limit of eight and no more.
Clanse 18 provides for business licenses, and
Clause 19 will help miners who do not remew
their righta exautly in time. In the case of &
miner’s right, one month’s grace will be given
on puyment of a fine of 5s. and in case of a
business license on payment of 20s. Clause 27
is one of importance and sets out the terms upon
which lunds upon which buaildings have heen
erected for business purposes may be obtiined
by those who first occupied the lund. Under the
present law the land is sold subject to o som
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for improvements, but under this Bill the
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person who erects buildings on any piece of
Innd will have the option of taking the laund nt
the upsct Government price.  Clause 85 is wlso
an important onv, and it is as follows :—** Any
“ miner may, subject to the regulutions, enter
*“upon any land the subject of any application
“ for lease alveady or hereafter to be made or
 subject of any lease granted after the passing
" of this Act which is et held under o miner's
“ right to within fifty feet of any rcet situnte
“ thereon for the purpose of searching for and
 obtaining wlluvial gold. Provided that the
“ applicant or lessee may mark out or other-
“ wise delineate upon sach lund, the line of any
“ peef or reefs situate thereon, und it shall be
“ incumbent upon him so to do within forty-
 eight nours of his heing served with a notice
* in writing to that effect signed by o miner.”
The present Act states that o winer can go
within 50 teet of & reef in search of allavial
until the vceupant gets the lease, but now the
miner con seek for alluvial At any time, not-
withstunding the lease. Clause 44 drnls with
the non-working, and Cilanse 44 deals with ex-
emptions. Clause 47 vends “ As soon as possible
“ after the Governor shall have decided to
“rafuae void or grant any application for leuse
“ or void cancel or forfeit any lense issued
“ under this Act or any Act repealed therchy
« notice nf such refusal or intention to grant a
' lease vr the veidance cancellation or forfeit-
“ure of any lease shall be published in the
* Government €facetie and such notice in the
" Gazelte shall be conclusive evidence that
“guch application was refused or granted or
* that such lease was void cancelled or for-
+ feited and the lund comprised therein open
'* for occupulion subject to the provisions of this
« Act by any holder of uwiner’s right from the
* dnte of the publication of the notice us afore-
** said. Cluuses48 to 51 relate to the jurisdiction
of Wardens' Courts nnd the lnst parageaph of
Cluuse 51 reads, “ And the jurisdiction there-
“ by conferred shall extend to cuses where the
“ glaim or title of either party to a suit is
© derivative by assignment or otherwise agz
““ well nus to where the sawe is original and in
« all cnses of debtor contract wherein the
“amount clnimed shall oot excead Two
“ hundred pounds the decision of the
““Warden’s Court shall be final and with-
“ out appeal,” Cleuse 61 is rew. Af present
s Wardeu way state a case for the considera-
tion of the ¥ull Uourt, but under this Bill he
is bonnd to state s cuse at the request of either

y party, or he may do so on his own accou.t,
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Clause 70 provides, “ The number of mining
* asseasors for each goldfield or district shall
“ be not less thantw enty nor more than fifty
“und shall consist of Justices of the Peace
“ leasehvyiders, holdera of busineas licenses, und
“ miners’ rights residents within the gold-
“ fields. Such assesscrs when swnmoned to
“ attend the Warden’s Court shall receive the
*“ sum prescribed by the regulations for each
“dony they may be in attendance at such
* court.,”” Clause 82 is important and is an
innovation. It stutes that men who are work-
ing for wages shall huve a lien on the property
to the extent of three months' wages, Clause
83 dea's with Courts of Appeal, nnd states that
appeal ¢ases shall be heard by three judgos
sitting together at Perth, and that their
decision shall be final and conclusive. I hope
hon. members will see their way to support
thig Bill becnuse it is budly wanted. 1 move
that it be now read a second tiwe.

Tue How, J. W, HACKETY : 1 entively sup-
port the Bili with the exception of Clansc 97
which | earnestly hope this House will not as-
gent to in its present:form. ‘f'o my mind we have
no power to make such a provision either under
our (onetitution, or according te therighta
and powers of Parlinmentary Government ns
it is understood in these colonies. This Clause
virtually gives to the Governor-in-Conneil the
power to make Inws, and Thope this House will
not assent to anything of the kind.

Tur PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shenton)
then left the chair for an honr,
On resuming,

GOLDFIELDS BILL,
SECOND HEADING.
The Bill was then read a second time.
IN CONMITTEE,
Clauses 1 to 3 agreed to.
" Clause 4—* Interpretation™:

Tue Hox. F. M. STONEK: [ wove, as an
amendment, that the following words be added
to the end of the Clunse. " The expressions
person, holder, owner, lessee, inelude any body
of persons whether incorporated or not.” My
object in moving this ia to enable Companies
or Corporations to come within the operations
of the Act.

Amendment put snd passed.

Clause, ug nmended, agreed to.

Clause & to 10 agreed to.

Clause 11 postponed.

Clause 10— Share, interest in claim to be
deemed a chattel”:

JCOUNCIL]
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Tre MINTSTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H,
Wittennomn) moved, as an amendment, That
the word “ lease.”’ in the first line, be struck
out,

Amendment put and passed.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clause agreed to,

Clause 14¢: “ Consolidnted miner's right”:

Tur MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom) moved, as an amendwment, that
the wyrds *“ the manager or” be inserted afier
the word " of,” in the third line.

Amendment put and passed.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 15 and 16 agreed to.

Clause 17— Incorporated Mining Company
muy have miner’s right’:

Tue MINISTER FOR MINE3 (Hon. K. H.
Wittenoom) woved, as an amendment, that alt
the words between “may,” in the second line,
and * apply,” in the fourth line, be struck ont.

Awendment put and passed.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 18 to 30 agreed to.

Clause 31—* Leases may be granted.”

Tue Hon. F. M. STONE moved, as an
amendment, that the words “or joint stock
company,” in the second line be struck ont.

Amendment—puf and passed.

Clanse, as amended, agreed to.

Clause 32 and 33 agreed to.

Clause 34— Duration and area of lease” :

Tur Hox, ¥. M. STONE moved, as an
amendment, that the following words be in-
serted between the worde *“ thereto” and
- any,” in the tenth line :—* And a lease may
be granted notwithstanding timt the person
upplying for the same may notin all respects
have complied with the regulations.” The
object of this is to prevent a lense being void
in the event of some minor detail of the regula-
tions not baving been complied with. For
instance, a person may not have dug his trench
in the right direction, or of the proper depth,
or he may not have putin his pegs of the
preseribed size.

Amendment put and passed.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clanuses 35 to 82 agreed to.

Clause 83— Court of Mining Appeal” :

Tae Hon S.J. HAYNES: [wove that this
Clause be postponed. It providea that the
Court of Appeal shall consist of three judges,
and T should like to coneider what should be
done if one of them leaves the colony.

Tuz Hox. ¥, M. STONE : [ would suggest
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that we leave the clause us it stands. We
have known instances where only two judges
bave sat and bave disagreed, and it has caused
great inconvenience to suitors. If we lenve
this Clause as it stands, and one judge does
leave the colony, the Government will be
bound to appoint another to take his place.
Therefore, in other ways, it willbe a geod thing
hecaunse we shall always be sure of having
three judges in the colony.

TeEe tlon. 8. J. Haynes: Bt is there pro-
vision for the appointment of another judge?

‘Ire Hox. F. M. STONE: If we pass this
clause the Government will be bound to make
the appointment.

Tue Hon. A. B, KINDSON : I agree that it
would be most inconvenient to have only two
judges, but T do not see how the Government
are to be bound to appoint another judge if
one leaves the colony.

Tre MinisTer ror Mines (Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom ) : They must.

Tus Hon. A, B. EIDSON: There is no
muat about it. The Government will turn
round and say that litigants must wait nntil
the third judge returns. 1 would suggest
that the Court of Appeal be the ordinary
Court of Appeal for the time being.

Tue Hoxn. J.C. FOULKES :—I think it is
essentially necessury ihat three judges should
hear these appeals. When I first came to the
colony. [ know it was found very awkward to
have only two judges trying o case, especially
when there was n disngreement.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom): I think hon. members might
trust the Government to see that the legal
business of the country is properly carried on.
As fur as Tcan, I may assure hon. members
that three judges will always be available,
and it is obvious it must be so, otherwise
great inconvenience will be caunsed.

Question, thut the Clause be postponed, put
and passed.

Clnuse postponed.

Clauses 84 to 96 agreed to.

Clause 97— Power to make regulations™:

Tue How. S. J. HAYNLES moved, that the
conaideration of this Clause be postponed.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hen. E. H.
Wittenoom) : There is nothing in thiz Clanse
that is ncvel. It simply empowers the
Governor to make regulations which are
within this Act, and which will have the force
of law, if not objected to after they have heen
1sid on the table of both Houses for 14 days.
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" This Clause ie most necesswry in order that

holders of leases and licenses on our goldfields
may have an abaclutely indefeasible title.

The How. 8. J. HAYNES: According to
the present law, the Government may make
regulations, butif they go beyend the limita
allowed by the Act, the regulations may be
set agide. Under this Bill, whether they go
beyond the limits of the Act or not, they are
atill to be law, and I thipk thisis a very
dangerous precedent to set. The prigeiple
involved here may be carried even to o further
extent in the futwre, and I think it is very
desirable that we should postpone the Clause
8o as to further consider it.

Tue How, K, M. SI'ONE : If we do not pass
this Clause as it is, I aw sure we shall work a
great deal of mischief. I suppose the Hom.
Mr. Parker and myself have had more ex-
perience in these matters than any one else,
and I say, if weare golng to throw the slightest
doubt on our regulntions, we do not know
where the trouble may end. Take the case of
where the sale of o mine is invoived. There
may he some disappointed man who thinks he
ought to have had a share in it, and unless the
ownera are prepared to subwit to the levy of
black mail it is open to him to immediately
atiack the regulations and stop the sale;
becuunse there is no doubt this would be the
effect, if it were cabled to London, pending the
negotiations, that some question had arizen as
to the validity of the vendor’s title. I donet
see how any harm can be done by this Clause.
Supposing the Government went so far as to
make a regulation to help a particular
friend, Parliament would not pass it,
and even if the Government were ac
strong as to obtain a majority for pase-
ing it, that very same majority could pass
an Act, a0 that it would come to the same
thing. I may point out that there iz a pre-
cedent for this in the Tramways Act of 1885,
If we pass the Clause everyome whe has a
lenge under the regulakions will know that
there is absolutely no question about its
validity.

Tue HoN. A, B, KIDSON: I do not think
the Hon. Mr. Stone has given apy valid
reagon why we should support this clanse.
Personally, T think this Clause will have the
effect of taking out of the hands of the judges
of the Supreme Court the settlement of dis-
putes under tha regulations, and will place the

. whole power in the hands of the Government.

Again, [ cannot sec why the Govermment
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should have the right to make regulations in
regard to the goldfields, which regulations are

. abaolutely to have the foree of law, any more
than they should be able to make laws on any
other subject. T am told by those who know
more about it than I do, that such a eourse is
altogether unconstitutional, and that it is
beyond the power of the House lo puss such a
Clause.

Tue Hon. 5. H. PARKER.: Sofaras Tam
concerned, T have no objection to this Clause
beimg postponed, onlthough I do not sce the
same objection to it that other hon. gentle-
men do. The Section provides that after
publication of the by-laws, they shall have
the force and effect of law, and it has bheen
said that to give this power is unconstitu-
tional, because it enables the Government
virtually to make the law. In New South
Whnles this very question was tried. It was
there said that a Statute which gave power to
make by-laws was unconstitutional, hecanse
it delegated to another suthority virtually the
pewer to make laws. The matter was carried
to the Privy Counncil, and it was there decided
that there was nothing wrong or unconstitu-
tionul about it. Then the Hon. Mr. Kidgon
says that we are giving to the Government a
power the judges ought to possess. Judges
do not possess the power to make laws;
they only have the power to construe them.
The words of this Section intend that Parlia-
ment shail say whether they desire the
particular by-laws which are made to be the
by-laws in force or not. Judges have no
power of disallowing; they can only say
whether acertain by-law is ultre vires or not.
Agam, what the Government desires iathat,
there shall be no question as to the validisy of
the regulations on which titles are granted,
If there were any gquestion it might bring
untold disaster on the people of the colony,
and on the gold-mining industry generally.
Even if weare, to some extent, extending the
powers of the Government, the circufustances
are unusual, and justify it.

Tue How 8. J. HAYNES: While I am in
sympathy with what the Hon. Mr. Stone
desires to atfain, I entirely disagree with him
in the means by which he wishea fo bring it
about. If the regulations are carefuliy drawn,
as they ought to be, the question of ultry vires
does not arise, and if it does, the application
will be dismissed with costs. Even under
the present regulations, only one or two cases
have caused trouble. What I object tois to

[COUNCIL).
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delegate onr antherity during the time Parlin-
ment is not in session, although I am with the
Hon. Mr. Stone when he says there should be
indefeasibility of title.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Houn. E. H.
‘Wittenoom) : I might point out that if this
question of ulire vires can be bronght forwnrd
at any moment, it will be fatal to all business
All the Government nsk is that the regula-
tiona shall be good until Parliment meets, and
that then it can be determined whether they
are good or had.

Question, that the consideration of the Clause
be postponed, put.

The committes divided,

Noes... .. 10

Ayes... . 8
Majority against ... e 7
Aves, NNES,

Hon. W Alexander
Hon. J. C. 4. Foulkes
Hon. E. McLarty
Hon, 8. H. Parker
Hon, C. A, Piesse
Hon. J. E. Richardson
Hon. E. Robinson
Hon. H. J. Saunders
Hon. F. M. &tope
Hon. E. H. Wittenoom
(Tefler.)

Question, that the Clause stand part of the
Bill, put and passed.

Clauses 98 to 100 agreed to.

New clause :

Tue How. F. M. STONE meoved, that the
following new Clause be added to the Bill to
stand as Clause 67 :—“ Upon the granting of
* any injunciion relating to any lease, as pro-
“ vided in the last precedine sections, the
* Warden shall at ence notify_ by telegraph,or,
“ if there shall be no telegraph, by letter, tothe
« Minister of Mines, thefact of such injunction
“ being granted, and the particulars thereof,
“and on receipt thereof a note of such
“ injunction being granted shall immediately
“ be made in the Record Book kept in the
“ Mimster of Mines’ Office, and such injunction
“ ghali be of no avail until 50 noted.”

Question put and passed.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES (Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom) moved, That progress be reported

Question put and passed.

Progress reported.

Hon. A. B Kidson

Hon. H. McKernan

Hon. 8. J. Haynes
{Teller.)

ELECTOEAL BILL.
SECOXT READING.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E H. Wiitenoom): The olject of this Bill is
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to consolidate the various Electoral Actswhich
are in force at the present woment, and toput
them into such a shape as will enable the
public readily fo understand them. After the
first fifty clanses the Bill is the same as the
present lnw. A new feature of the Bill is that
which provides for quarterly registrations.
Hitherte registrations have taken place only
once a year, but the Government propose fo
give better facilities to enable people to regis-
ter and they propose thess quarterly registra-~
tiona. ‘The method of procedure is somewhat
as follows: The first quarterly court, accord.
ing to Clause 20, will be held in January next,
when the Electornl Registrar will produce all
claims received for votes. The Court will go
through the claims and settle the list which
will be exhibited at the Registrar’s office until
the Quarterly Court held in April. In the
interval any objections may be made to
persops whose names are on the list, The
Court will revise the list, after which, it
becomes the quarterly roll and is added to the
anansl vell. Then the April Court settles its
own list and the list of claimants is ngain ex-
hibited until the July Court sits. Butaccord-
ing to Clause 30 * (1.) Between the firat and
“ last days of February in each year every
“ Klectoral Registrar ghall examine the Elec-
“ toral Rolla then in force for the Province and
“and District respectively, and also the
* Quarterly Electoral Lists for January then
* last past, and after inquiry of the residents
*in the District, and theinspaction of the lists
“of vatepayers of any local authority furniched
“ ag aforesuid, lists of lessees and licensees of
“ Crown lands, and any other docaments ac-
« cessible to him, shall place the word * dead ™
* agninst the name of every person named in
« any such roll or Quarterly List whom he has
“ peason to belicve to be dead, the
“ word * left ” against the name of every per-
* son whose qualification is residence whom he
* has reason to believe has left the District,
« and the word * disgualified ” agsinst the
“ name of every person whom he has reason to
* helieve has no qualification or to be disquali-
 fied. (2.) He ghall thereupon forthwith send
“ by post a notice addressed to every such
“ personat his usual or Jast known place of
« of nhode, informing him that it is intended to
 omithis name from the llectoral Roll orRolls
< unless his qualification is proved on oathk or
« otherwise made to appear to the satisfaction
< of the Registration Court for revising the
“ annual lists to be still subsisting.”
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Clanse 40 it is provided that *|1.) A vegistra-
“ tion Court for revising the Annual Lists shall
“be held in every year for every Llectoral
“ District at ten o’clock in the forenoon on the
* third Tuesday in the wmonih of May. (2.) If
“ within two hours after the time appointed
*for holding the Court, or after the time to
* which the Court is adjourred s hereinafter
* mentioned, the Court shall not be duly con.
“ gtituted, the Electoral Registrar may from
“ time to time adjourn the Court to afutnre
“ day. Heshall forthwith give public notice
« of every such adjournment by advertising
* the same in the ncarest newpaper, or other-
“ wise, {3.) The Court may adjourn from time
“to time, and en adjourned Court, whether
“ adjourned by the Registrar or the Court it-
“ galf, if held at any time within one month
« after the time appeinted, shall be deemed to
“ be duly held at the tima appointed for hold-
“ing the same. (4.} Provided that if the
“ Court is wot held at the time appointed, the
“ Governor may approve of and ratify the pro-
* geedings of the Court, if it is held at any time
“ within onemonth after the time so appointed
« and the lists revised by a Court so held shali
“he deemed tobe as a valid as if the Court
“had been held at the appointed time.”
T think, on the whole, the Bill will be & great
advantage and will enable the people to be
thoroughly well represented, With these re-
marks I move that it be read n second time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

1IN COMMITTEER.

The Bill waa then considered in committee,

agreed to without amendment, and reportad

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT FURTHER
AMENDMENT BILL.
SECOND RFADING.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES ( Hon, E.* H.
‘Wittenoom) : In moving the second reeding
of this Bill I may point out that it extenda the
powers under the Health Act of 1886. It may
be within the recollection of hon. members
that; a great deal of trouble waz caused some
time ago on the goldfields becanse the health
laxwa could not he applied, and thig Bill seeka
to remedy it. At first the reserves within the
wunicipality were made use of, They became
a great nuisance, and involved the Government
in & large expenditure to clean them. The
nuisance was stopped, nnd people then went

' outside the boundaries of the municipality and
By |

created u similar nuisaunce, and it was found
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that no power existed by which the matter
could be dealt with. There have been several
instances of where municipalilies counld
he extended to small places, and the
consequence i8, that such places have
lnbored under the disndvantage of there be-
ing no powers under which cleanliness could
be entforced. In other instances the township

[COUNCIL)

waa found to be on private land, and con. -

gequently o municipality could not be declar-
ed. Here agein it followed that the town
could not be kept clean. The necessury
power is given under this Bill which lso
deals with lodging houses and private
hospitals. T am told it is a most useful
Bill, and that it will be of advantage to the
colony. T now move that it be read asecond
time.

Tue HoNnF. T.CROWDER. : When T first rend
through thig Bill { intended to move that it
it be reand a second time this day six months,
but, after carefully considering it, T see that
there are parts in it which will be of great
advantage. I have every respect for the
gentleman who introduced this Bill into the
Legislative Assembly, but, at the same time,
he is a bit of a faddist. He attempfs to do

what iz impossible. If we read Clavse 7 we |
find that o Janndry in which more than three

persons are engaged, is to be an offensive trade
within the meaning of the Principal Act of
1886. I fail to see why this should be so,
especially as there is w provision by which the
impure water may not bernn inbo the strects,
Then Claunse 9 provides that a Local board may
provide for the collection of night-soil,
house-rubbish, dust, mud, ashes, manure
and dung, but in Clanse 10 it

i3 . Between “ to” and " churge” insert “ handle,”

provided that no person other than the

servants or coantractors of the Board shall
collect or dispose of the matters I have re-

ferred to. This meuns that no person bas a

right to use his stable manure in his garden,
or have it carted nway as he may think fit. [
do not know what hon. members may think,

but I am of opinion that it is going altogether-

taofar. The other clauses of the Bill, I think,
are necessary, and I shall, therefore, support
the second reading, although, in committee, [
shall move tostrike out the whole of the fixst
part of the Bill.

Question putand passed.

Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTER.
Clauses 1 to 5 agreed to.
Tue Hon. F. T. CROWDER : I now move

Mines Regulation Hill.

that Clauses 6 to 19, inclusive, be struck out.

Question put and passed.

Clauses struck out.

‘I'he retnnining clanses were agreed to
without nmendment, and the Bill reported.

THIRD KREADING,

The Bill wag then read a third time and

passed.

MINES REGULATION BILL.
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMNLY AMENDMENTS,

Tue Przsipest (Hon. Sir G. Shenton) re.
ported the receipt of the following Messnges
from the Legislative Assembly :—

Message No. 46,

Mg, PRESIDENT,

The Legislative Assembly aequaints the
Legislative Council thut it has this day agreed
to a Bill intituled * An Act to provide
for the Regulution and the Imspection of
Mines and Collieries,” subject to the nmend-
ments contained in the Schedule uunexed; in
which nmendments the Legislative Assembly
desires the conmemrrence ot the Lewislative
Couneil.

Jas. (. LeE STEBRE,
Speuker.

Legislative Assembly Chawber, Perih, 8th

October, 1895,

Schedule of Amendmentis made by the Legisla-
tive Assembly in “ The BMines Regulalion
Bill”

No. 1.—On page 1, Clanse 1,line 2: Between

« goldfields” and “and” ingert* goldfields dis-

tricts.” :

No. 2,—On page G, Clause 18, paragraph 2:

No. 3.—On page 13, Clause 22, line 2; Be-
tween “rules” and “is” inser{ “or any of
them.”

No. +—Line 4 of the same Clause : Between
* rules” and *in” insert * or any of tham.”

No. 5.—0On page 15, Clause 31, line 2: ile-

. tween ¢ goldfield” and “ on” insert “ goldfield

district.”

No. 6—0n page 15, Clause 33, line 2: Be-
tween ** goldfield” and ** or" inaert “ goldfield
district.”

No. 7.—0n page 13, Clause 33. line 3: Be-
tween © district” and * no” insert “ or portions
therein respectively.”

No. 8.-—0Un page 16, Clanse 3G, at the end of
the ctause. add “and shall be accessible to any

. person employed in or about the mine.”

Note.—Insert Clause 53 as Clanse 2.
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New Clause.— Add the following new Clause.

17. The place in which an accident occasion
ing personal injury has cceurred shall not be
interfered with, except with a view of suving
life or preventing further injury, until it has
been examined by the inspector, or, in his ab-
sence, if demanded by any three miners engag-
ed on the mine. by two competent persons to
be appointed by & Warden or o Justice of the
Peace.

Warrew A. GALE,

Clerk of the Assembly.
8-10-95.

ENGINE SPARKS FIRE PREVENTIOXN BILL.

Assembly and was read o first time.

STOCK DISEASES BILL.

This Bill was received from the Leyislutive

Asgembly and was read a first time,
BECOND READING.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES ( Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom)}: I beg to move that this
Bill be now read a second time. The neces-
sity for this Bill is very great. 1t consolidntes
a number of old Acis some of which are of
great age, but at the sume time there are
hardly any alterations or innovations on the
present law.
in-Couneil, if » disease breaks out in n cortain
locality, to make snch regnlations as will
meet the specific cuse. The advantage of this
will be appurent to hon. members. 'I'hen, if
any stock i3 imported, it will be isolated and
dealt with without risk to the other stock in
colony.
necessary, and I now move that it be read a
second time.

Question put and passed

Bili read a second time.

ADJOURNMEN'T.

The Council, at 340 o’clock, p.m., adjourned
until ‘Thursday, 10th October, at +.30
o’clock, pm.

!l‘

[9 OcroBER, 1895.]

'
' o’clock, p.m.
!
|
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Yegislatibe Assembly.

i
1
1
'5 Wednesday, Mh October, 1805.
i
[

Sugyested  Compensation to Ihiscorerers of Collie
’ Coulficld—Cutting Vouny Javvah Trees for Fire-
wood— I¥ell Siwleiny on Murchisou Stoek Route

'
| — Hepativs to Sea JSetty at Fremantle— Fneowvage-
1

went of Co-operation Amony Producers— Horiny
for Coal in Passe Distriet, yo.—Iinconragement
of Production, e, of egetables—iFater and
Electme Works License Bill: second reading—
Message from the Leyislative Council : amend-
| uents in Public Health Aet Further dwmendment

. . . . t Ili— A ppropriation Bl ; second reading; in
'This Bill was received from the Legislitive - Arpror N i

committee ; thivd reading—-djouriment.
Tug SPEAKER took the Chuir ut 4.30

PrAYERS,

SUGGESTED COMPENBATION 7T0O

. DISCOVERERS OF COLLIE COALFIBLD.

Mg. ILLINGWORT'H, by lenve of the Honse,

I
!
1 usked (without notice) whether it was the in-
i tention of the Government to tuke such steps

a8 might be necessary for the purpose of giving
a reward, as compensation for mongys expended

‘I'he Bill enables the Governor. ‘ by the discoverers of the Collie coalfield.

The PREMIER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest) replied
that the matter had been considered by the
Governwent, but they had not felt able to
make any recommendation during the present
session. There was time enough yet to denl

| with the matter.

As 1 have said, the Rill is absoluiely | CUTTING YOUNG JARRAH
FA L g L)

THEES
FOR FIREWOOD,

Mz RANDELL, by leave of the Hounse, asked
{without notice) whether any information had
reached the Government to the effect that
wholesale destruction of young jarrah trees
was going on, upon Crown lunds near the
railway. He was informed that trees only 6,
8, or D inches fhick, which would be very ser-.
viceable ns poles for mining and otherpurposes
were being cut up merely for firewood.

Mg. A. FORREST said the statement was
quite true.

Tue PREMIER asked where this was being
j dome.

! Me. A. FORREST caid yonng trees were
! being cut for firewood alony the Eastern Rail-
| way.




